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Study summary

Data base

After 2002, 2008, and 2017 the Federal Ministry of
Transport commissioned the infas Institute for Applied
Social Sciences to conduct the “Mobility in Germany”
study for the fourth time in 2023. Alongside the Minis-
try, more than 60 regional partners contributed to this
project by adding regional samples to the nation-wide
sample. As in previous years, this study was conducted
in cooperation with the Institute of Transport Research
at the German Aerospace Centre (DLR), IVT Research and
infas 360.

The survey period of the current Mobility in Germa-
ny study extended from April 2023 to July 2024 — there-
by allowing a year-long data collection process. Partici-
pants were asked to report their mobility behaviour on
a randomly allocated reporting day. Taking part was
possible online, by telephone or in a paper-and-pencil in-
terview. The final sample included 218,101 households
with 420,979 persons reporting a total of 1,087,393 trips
made on their allocated reporting day. Focussing on trips
made in Germany, the extrapolation of results provides
key values for the year 2023 informing about day-to-day
mobility behaviour of Germany's residential population.

All four Mobility in Germany studies each had a
cross-sectional design. In contrast to previous survey
waves, the 2023 survey largely relied on a population
register sample and to a lesser extent on a telephone
sample. As a result of an improved sampling methodol-
ogy, the coverage of persons with migration background
was increased.

Core results

In the context of the Mobility in Germany study, a
“trip” is defined as the movement from starting point to
destination, including possible stops along the way and
changes in modes of transport. Overall, the total German
passenger-transport volume (defined as the number of
trips) and the total passenger-kilometre performance
(defined as the kilometres travelled by passengers)
change slightly compared to the previous survey wave.
The volume decreases from 257 million trips per day in
2017 to 249 million trips in 2023. The performance rate
is reduced, from 3.2 billion passenger-kilometres per day

in 2017 to 3.0 billion kilometres in 2023. While the pas-
senger-transport volume continuously declines since
2002, the passenger-kilometre performance resembles
the value measured in 2008.

The rate of mobility (defined as the share of people
travelling) changes: Compared to 87 percent in 2002,
90 percent in 2008 and 85 percent in 2017, a total share
of 82 percent is on the move on an average day in 2023.
The average number of trips per person per day shows
a similar pattern across the years: Firstly, the number
increases from 3.3 trips in 2002 to 3.4 trips in 2008 and
then decreases to 3.1 trips in 2017 to currently 2.9 trips
per person per day in 2023.

The transport modal split represents the share of
each mode of transport on all trips, respectively. Com-
pared to 2017, there is a change in the distribution of
shares in 2023, with a slight decrease regarding private
motorised transport (57 to 53 percent) compared to an
increase in the share for trips made on foot (22 to 26 per-
cent). The shares for trips made on a bicycle (11 percent,
respectively) or by bus and rail (10 to 11 percent) remain
largely the same. Importantly, in order to calculate these
shares, trips involving different modes of transport are
summarised according to a particular hierarchy and
then allocated to one the abovementioned modes of
transport.

Analysing the modes of transport respective shares
on all passenger-kilometres shows only small changes
compared to 2017. The share for private motorised trans-
port decreases from 75 to 73 percent, whereas the shares
for “bicycle” and “on foot” (3 to 4 percent, respectively) in-
crease slightly. Public transport (bus and rail) continues
to account for 19 percent.

Mobility behaviour is characterised by routines
which tend to change slowly. The decrease in the use
of private motorised transport (mainly cars) and the in-
crease in trips on foot (and on bicycle as well) might be
a signal for changing mobility patterns. However, as the
results of the Mobility in Germany study in 2023 resem-
ble the results of the survey wave in 2008 in some ways,
it may be too soon to speak of a tipping point.

See the following website for more information about the
Mobility in Germany study: www.mobilitaet-in-deutschland.de


https://www.mobilitaet-in-deutschland.de

